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In this issue:
 • VIP visit from Andrew Wickham, MD of Go South Coast
 • Feature on Empress Coaches and how we helped them

• Update about the Roe photo collection
• Volunteer Focus on Mike Lambden
• Developments at the Trust

An example of one of the 8,000 listed photos from the Roe collection. See pages 6 and 7.

Newsletter of The Kithead Trust



Kithead News Issue 9: June 2017

Page 2

VIP visit from
Andrew Wickham,
MD of Go South Coast
Andrew Wickham, managing director of Go
South Coast paid us a visit earlier this month to
see for himself what riches our collections hold.
Originally from Brighton, Andrew is a life-long
enthusiast who is now enjoying a highly
successful career in the bus industry. He was
able to look at records for each of the companies
under his control – including Wilts & Dorset,
Southern Vectis and newly-acquired
Thamesdown Transport.

First up was a letter from Thamesdown precursor
Swindon Corporation Electricity and Tramways
Department – with telephone number Swindon 4.
This is part of the Municipal Passenger Transport
Association collection (in this case its predecessor
the Municipal Tramways Association, based in the
wonderfully sounding Gothic House in Accrington)
which includes correspondence with all municipal
transport undertakings, even those which
disappeared quite early, such as York.

⇨

Next, an enterprising proposition from ‘Vectis
Management Services’, a business name of Southern
Vectis. Presumably from the privitisation era, Vectis
is offering payroll, VAT and accounting services,
using ‘micro chip technology’. With the privatisation
of National Bus, such ‘head office’ functions were
often lost to subsidiary companies.

⇨

This letter is typical of the MPTA collection in that it
provides answers to a questionnaire, the results of
which presumably were shared between all
members of the Association. Here, in addition to
usual matters such as revenue and fares is the
vexing question of ‘telegraph poles falling over
trolley wires’!
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VIP visit from
Andrew Wickham,
MD of Go South Coast
(continued)

Andrew said, “Whilst looking through some of the
archive's material, what particularly struck me is
how my predecessors, back to the early days of the
twentieth century, were grappling with the same
problems we encounter today. The phrase 'Those
who cannot remember the past are condemned to
repeat it' is particularly appropriate, and I would
recommend the archive to not only historians, but to
everyone actively engaged in local transport, be
they operators, local authorities or national
government. They would find that there is much to
learn from this superb, well organised facility.”

The final – and most notable – piece is actually
the oldest document in the Kithead collection. It
is the deed for land upon which Salisbury Bus
Station was eventually built. The document dates
from 1765.

Andrew inspects the deed.
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Assisting an Empress

Back in October of last year, Hastings-based
Empress Coaches decided to change direction in
the way they had been operating their business
by purchasing an operational classic coach for
the fleet. Director Stephen Dine takes up the
story.

“This is something that we had wanted to do so for
some time and when a very nice 1967 Bedford J2
with Plaxton Embassy body was potentially for sale,
the chance now was too good to miss.  Empress
were no strangers to both Bedford and Plaxton,
having purchased many examples since the
business first started out in 1929. But, as the saying
goes, it’s like waiting for buses, you wait ages then
two come along!  No sooner had the first coach
arrived, a second was offered, this time a 1971
example, a similar model again with a Plaxton
Embassy body.

I admit to being something of an enthusiast too, and
so the vehicles’ histories would be important for me
to know more about, with this there would only be
one place to make a call to - the Kithead Trust of
course! The records held from the Plaxton archive
managed to produce not one but details for both
coaches when built. Bearing in mind these were
some four years apart in their build process, with
many other models in the range being produced by
the coachbuilder on a variety of chassis such as
AEC, Leyland, Ford & Seddon to name a few, this
was quite an undertaking.

The Kithead hard work paid off and very informative
information was found out on both coaches, which
could have been lost forever.  The most interesting
fact that surfaced was that the earlier coach EXS 569F
had been delivered new to SMT in Edinburgh but
was to make an appearance as a demonstrator at
Kelvin Hall in Glasgow at the 1967 Commercial
Motor Show, where the Plaxton records showed a
hand written entry on the build specification
beforehand stating ‘Pay special attention to finish
etc, as coach is to be displayed at Scottish Motor
Show’ this was something quite unexpected to
discover.

Thanks to the work of Kithead, Empress have now
been able to find out much on both Bedfords and our
new website www.empressclassics.co.uk has been
able to give a much more detailed account of the
coaches’ history thanks to the Trust. We were very
pleased to make a donation in view of the
considerable work involved.”

Stephen Dine
Director
Empress Coaches
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Volunteer Focus on…
Mike Lambden: Continuing
a Family Tradition
Mike has enjoyed a long career in the bus and
coach industry, but to those of us of a certain age
the name ‘Lambden’ will always be associated
with Mike’s father, William (Bill), who was a
notable journalist, author and industry
professional.

Bill Lambden

Bill was stationed in the
Isle of Man during the
Second World
War where he met and
married Gwelda Crowe.
At the end of the war, his
writing talents were
recognised by the editor
of Motor Transport who
started his career in
journalism, leading to Bill
editing Bus & Coach
magazine. He also wrote

the standard work for students, ‘Bus and Coach
Operation – Principles and Practice for the Transport
Student’. In 1965, Bill got the opportunity to indeed
practice what he preached, when he was appointed
General Manager of the Isle of Man Road
Services. With the family ties to the
island, The Lambdens had always holidayed there
and so this was something of a homecoming.

Mike had an early blooding in bus operation, when
in 1966 he had a summer holiday job at Douglas Bus
Station. His main job was to help staff keep to
recently-introduced schedules – until then drivers
would take out the bus of their personal choice!
Mike also learned the tricks of the trade such as
encouraging Leyland Royal Tigers to start when
their starter motors stuck.

All of this clearly struck a note with Mike and instead
of going to university he joined Crosville Motor
Services as an indentured traffic trainee, aged
17. This was a five-year scheme, with an initial wage
of £4 8s per week. His first permanent managerial
position was as Depot Superintendent at Ellesmere
Port, which had no engineering staff and so Mike
became known as a ‘Sellotape mechanic’ – being
able for example to substitute silver paper for blown
fuses – putting into practice again the lessons he had
learned in Douglas Bus Station.

Mike then moved to National Travel, initially as
superintendent North Wales based in Llandudno,
which included responsibility for sales reps and
charting for excursions and express services. His
territory and job expanded and from 1980 he was
National Travel West manager at Liverpool with 47
Leyland Leopards in his care – and each batch was
different. Mike recalls that these early days of coach
deregulation were ‘good times’ with the ability to
develop services, and do such revolutionary things
as lower fares and raise frequencies, resulting in
higher overall patronage.

National Express was then centralised, and Mike
moved to the Birmingham HQ as Admin Manager
then Contracts Manager, Corporate Affairs Manager,
then back into operations with a whole range of jobs
in planning and finally to Public Affairs where to
many he was ‘the face of NX’.

Now in retirement, Mike
looks after the National
Travel, National Express
and NBC corporate items
in the Kithead collection. ‘I
have learnt a lot by going
through this collection’,
says Mike. ‘I can see that
state ownership was not an
unalloyed success for the
bus and coach industries.
And again, themes keep

repeating: I have just read a booklet by Friends of
the Earth from 1984, entitled ‘The Death of the Bus’!’
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Update on the Roe collection

Last year, we reported that we were very
fortunate to have been donated the official image
archive of Charles H. Roe, the noted bus and
coach bodybuilder based in Leeds which
eventually was absorbed into British Leyland.
The collection comprises highly impressive
glass negatives, plastic negatives and some
prints. There are also some delivery charts and
other records. The collection was originally
saved by Leyland Bus man Bob Smith on the
closure of the Cross Gates works, and has been
kept safe ever since by noted Huddersfield
enthusiast and preservationist Geoff Lumb.

The images are record shots of the vehicles, with
typically one of each batch being photographed.

The shots are in contrast to the typical official photos
of today, which tend to be celebratory affairs with
representatives of the manufacturer and customer.

One Roe shot which caught the eye is hiding a bit of
a secret. Wade Emmerson of Bishop Auckland –
trading as O.K. Motor Services – had started
operations in 1912 and 46 years later bought his first
new double-decker, a Leyland PD3 for use on the
hourly service to Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

The usual stock shots were taken, including the
photograph used on the front cover of this
newsletter. However, the rear view caught a group
of people in the left of the photograph.

Thanks to Charles Marshall (later joint managing
director of O.K.) the group has been identified as,
from left to right, Wade Emmerson, Ron Boshell
(Sales Manager at Roe), Wade Emmerson Junior and
Mrs Emmerson.

Clearly, the Emmersons are just about to drive away
their largest investment to date, so a big day for
them and the camera caught them by chance.
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The Roe image collection is meticulously catalogued
in a series of handwritten notebooks, which are
quite an artefact in themselves, but these have all
now been transcribed for us by Mike Eyre and his
team including Richard Morant and Peter Greaves.
Thanks to these chaps for a herculean (isn’t that a
Leyland? – ed.) effort, and it means that we can now
offer the opportunity to purchase prints from these
negatives.

The collection has not yet been scanned but in
response to a number of enquiries, a spreadsheet of
the full list of nearly 8,000 views is now available on
request. We can arrange to scan and print individual
views these for readers at a cost of £2 each, plus
postage.
If you would like the list and ordering details please
contact us at the usual address:
hello@kitheadtrust.org.uk.

Here we see a 1935 Leyland TD3 for
Oldham Corporation Transport.

Developments at The
Kithead Trust
with Chairman Brian King

As regular readers will know, in the last couple of
years we have been working ever-closer with the
Library and Archive of the Omnibus Society, initially
to eliminate overlaps in the two collections but
latterly on sharing some resources and jointly
sourcing services, equipment and supplies. In taking
these steps, it has become clear to both parties of
the logic of combining the two collections into a
single, fresh entity.

The advantage of this is that we will be able to offer
and market a single archive service to enthusiasts
and to the transport industry itself, as well as to
attract funding from a wider range of sources for this
enlarged service.

Both parties feel that a simple trading name would
be appropriate, and ‘The Bus Archive’ is our
working title. This is an appropriate description as
over 90% of the combined collection will be road
passenger transport. Our collecting policy will be
unchanged, and we will continue to collect other
material on other modes, particularly rail and inland
waterways. We will, of course, maintain the unique
collection of vehicle registration records. For all
non-road passenger material, we are likely to retain
the ‘Kithead Transport Archive’ name.

The Omnibus Society would continue in its other
activities, and the Kithead Trust and Kithead Limited
would be wound up.

This is an exciting time for both the Kithead and the
OS collections, and we will keep you informed as
things develop. In the meantime, if you have any
queries please let us know through the normal email
address.
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Are You Signed Up?
If you didn’t receive this direct from us and you would like to receive the newsletter on a regular basis,
simply e-mail us at hello@kitheadtrust.org.uk with “Newsletter Subscribe” in the subject line. We
guarantee that we will only use your email address to promote the Trust and we won’t disclose it to anyone
else.

Why not pay us a visit?
We are open Wednesdays and Thursdays each week from 10 am to 4 pm (and some other times by
arrangement). Please book your place in the Search Room by emailing hello@kitheadtrust.org.uk.

This newsletter is Published by The Kithead Trust,
De Salis Drive, Hampton Lovett, Droitwich Spa, Worcs, WR9 0QE.

www.kitheadtrust.org.uk
CHARITY NUMBER 328257

Railway Corner
with Tony Jones

We are making steady progress on cataloguing
books and documents, and we hope to make the
catalogue available online for researchers to see
what we have. Since work commenced over three
years ago, more than 7,500 books and 4,000 archive
papers have been entered onto the database.

We have received significant donations of material
from two sources recently, John Tait and Martin
Elms, to whom thanks are extended. Taken with our
existing material, we now have a diverse collection
that covers all aspects of railway activity from the
early 1830s to the present day. As always, we are
ready to accept documents, books and images from
donors.

An example of one of the more unusual records is a
plan of the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway dated
30th November 1861. This plan of several 24in x 36in
pages covers the whole of the line giving
information on townships, rivers, land contours etc.
It is of significant interest in that the railway is now a
preserved line.

The plan is one of several that we have, including
Union Railways Channel Tunnel Proposals, Kings
Cross Redevelopment Plan, London Underground
proposals and many others.

Next on the “to do” list is the cataloguing and
scanning of the Hodgetts railway collection of glass
slides which were donated to us about 20 years ago,
and which we have been using to illustrate the
newsletter.

(Below) Great Northern Railway loco 192, "Kestrel" at York
Road Shed, Belfast on 4th August 1939.

(Above) Bessbrook & Newry Tramway Company tram 4 with
two four wheel trailers, location unknown, taken April 1940.
(Below) Northern Counties Commission loco 92, "The Bann" at
York Road Shed, Belfast on 4th August 1939.
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